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PREFACE. 



After the Cape of Good Hope was 
ceded to the British empire, a greater 
interest was naturally excited in regard 
to it, than had heretofore existed when 
it was an appendage to a foreign power ; 
and a still greater feeling of attachment 
must prevail since the period when many 
British subjects were induced to quit 
their native land, and proceed as settlers 
to its distant regions. 

Various works have been given to the 
world, descriptive of the animal and ve- 



getable productions of South Africa ; the 
naturalist and the botanist have written 
scientific details of every thing which can 
stimulate curiosity in their respective 
pursuits; therefore the author of the little 
work now before the public, has merely 
ventured to relate a narrative of occur- 
rences, which have recently taken place 
in that part of the country at present 
inhabited by a British population, and in 
the territory of the natives in its imme- 
diate vicinity. The researches of science 
are depicted in the publications above 
alluded to :— in the following pages, the 
country, as it now appears, is sketched ; 
and however faint the outline may be 
drawn, the picture is painted as it was 
Been; — the aid of fiction has never been 



called in to decorate it, — every anecdote 
is fact, and every delineation is Nature. 

To the friends and relatives of those 
who have sought independence and con- 
tent in these far distant realms, it is pre- 
sumed that the Scenes and Occurrences 
in Albany and Caffer-Land, will be pecu- 
liarly interesting ; and no one who has 
been in those countries will hesitate to 
pronounce that they contain a faithful re- 
presentation of facts, bearing undeniable 
marks of authenticity, and affording deci- 
ded proof that the author had seen and 
felt all that he describes and narrates. 



It must also be productive of some 
gratification to observe, that the native 
tribes, 'although in a state very little 



